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THE DENTAL PROFESSION AND THE
GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;I regret to have missed the correspondence in

THE LANCET on dental advertising. If not too late, I should
just like to say how very glad the better class of dentists
would be if the General Medical Council could be prevailed
upon to strike off the Dentists’ Register the names of those
,who disgrace our profession by their advertisements in
’the daily press, on the walls, and by their exhibitions of
artificial teeth in cases and windows. In the late Partridge
trials one of the judges said : "lf a barrister were to advertise
his superior skill and lower fees he should have no hesitation

moving his Benchers to strike his name ofE the roll, as
guilty of conduct disgraceful in a professional respect." The
college from which Mr. Partridge held his diploma having with-
drawn it for persistent advertising, the General Medical
’Council did strike his name off because he was only registered
en right of that diploma,. I hope the General Medical Council
will further purge the Register in respect of those who are prac-
Kisingwithoutdiplomas, butwho are simply registered as having
been in practice before 1878, if they continue in conduct so
professionally disgraceful. It would be a great help if the
medical profession generally would urge this upon the British
Dental Association and such members of the General Medical
council as they are able to influence. I am pleased, Sirs,
that this question has been brought forward by a surgeon,
because it gives one an opportunity of pointing out that it
would be better if reputable medical men and surgeons would
not lend their names to be placed in advertisements and
circulars by advertising dentists ; and if they could see their
way to refuse to attend the surgeries of these unqualified
advertisers to give anaesthetics it would be better. I have
had two cases of actual fraud and extortion by advertising
dentists under my notice just lately, which I have fully
reported to the British Dental Association.

There is also the important question of "covering" by
dentists as well as by medical men to be considered. If the
!General Medical Council would make this impossible, they
would do great good to the public and also to the profession.
It seems to me, Sirs, the General Medical Council is the

"’authority" your correspondent is in search of, and I am
ure there are any number of dentists who will be only too
glad to assist in moving that honourable body.

I am, Sirs, yours truly,
HENRY BLANDY, L.D.S.Edin.

THE COST OF MEDICAL EDUCATION.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS.&mdash;As one who has obtained his education at at least
half a dozen medical centres, and who has lived nearld
twenty years in lodgings, my experiences as to expenses
may prove interesting to some of your readers. I believe
that the difference in this respect between the various
,centres is for the most part due to the standard of living
adopted rather than to the price of rooms or provisions.
Students brought up in thickly populated and highly civilised
districts and seeking their education in London are obliged ’
to live more expensively than the hardy sons of Caithness or
Kerry farmers, for the simple reason that such diet &c. as
would be quite sufficient for the latter would be slow
starvation and physical declension to the former. I have
lived a year of my student life in Cork at a total expense for
board and lodging of about 8/- a week, and could have
reduced even that sum had I chosen to share my rooms with
another student. Even now I know of three students living
in two rooms whose expenses seldom exceed 25/- a week (if we
ave recreation out of account) but such living as this
would be impossible to students reared more luxuriously.
I have had two very tolerable rooms in an unfashionable
suburb of London for 10/- a week, and have lived there in a
room for which I paid only 4/- a week ; my total expenses in
the one case being about ;E1 and in the other 12/- a week.
When in Edinburgh I lived much more expensively, but, had
I chosen to do otherwise, I think I should have found the
Scotch capital as cheap as most other towns. Cardiff is, or
rather was when I was there, six or seven years ago, an ex-
tremely cheap town, especially as to rent, my two rooms
there at 6/- a week being quite as good as any which I could
get in London for 12/- or even 15/-. As to foreign schools

I shall not occupy your space with any lengthy remarks, but
may say that even the larger capitals will be found moderately
cheap to those who adopt the mode of living of the natives,
and that in such a city as Munich a high standard of comfort
can be maintained at an extremely small cost.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Sept. 6th, 1892. EXPERIENTIA DOCTUS.

THE CHAIR OF PATHOLOGY AT McGILL
UNIVERSITY.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;I see it stated in the last number of THE LANCET
that I am a candidate for the Professorship of Pathology in
the McGill University. I shall be glad if you will contradict
this report, as I am not and never have been a candidate for
that valuable post.

T mn Hira vonr nhpfHpnt carvant

I Westminstar, S.W., Sept. 7th, 1892. M. ARMAND BUFFER.

BIRMINGHAM.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Rough Rampant.
IN this as in most large centres of population every now

and then passes a wave of ruffianism, an outbreak character-
ised by the exhibition of savage cruelty, brutal assaults and
fiendish malevolence. On Saturday night last there were a
succession of assaults and display of scoundrelism such as
have not been witnessed for many years. Two deaths mark
the epoch : one in which an inoffensive man was kicked
to death; a second where a man, stabbed outside a

public-house, has since succumbed to his injuries in
the hospital. Assaults on police officers, wives, and
even on children, fill the catalogue, and cause a shudder
at the wild fierceness of uncontrolled passions which run
riot in the midst of civilisation. Man’s inhumanity to
man finds little check from the moral influences of teaching
and education. Example in many forms is better than pre-
cept. The stronger power of the law can only be retributive
in these instances, but to deal leniently with acknowledged
roughs whose lives are spent in assaulting, maiming and
killing their fellow creatures, is a travesty upon the harm
done to society and to the protection of inoffensive and
orderly people.

The Cholera Campaign.
The threatened visitation of cholera has evoked the interest

of many correspondents of the daily press and, as usual, has
; called forth the laudation of an infinite variety of specifics
, and panaceas. Fortunately the machinery of the health

department in our city is in excellent working order and capable
r of acting with vigour and readiness on any emergency. So
’ 

far no frights or scares have disturbed the equanimity of the
nervous or the sensitive, and time is allowed to take stock of

I our sanitary position. After all, the simplest weapons are the
 safest to combat any approach of the dread disease. The pre-

cautions of prudence and cleanliness, added to drainage and
T ventilation, are in the power of all to wield. Measures which

will yield the greatest amount of safety and success are gene-
. rally ignored because of their simplicity. The Local Govern-

ment Board, with our distinguished medical citizen as Secre-
tary, will find ample proof of the assertion that sanitary

r science, like charity, begins at home.

Contempt of Contagion.
, A flagrant instance of offence against sanitary laws was

brought before the Handsworth magistrates on Aug. 26th.
, On July 27th an inspector appointed under the Contagious
x Diseases Act found the carcases of five swine floating in the
. river Tame. These were certified as having died of swine
1 fever. Further inquiry showed that sixteen other pigs had
e been secretly buried on the farm, a foot deep, without dis-
r infectants. The owner of the pigs found this proceeding
- rather an expensive one. He was fined &pound;2 10s. and cost,
s with respect to each of the twenty-one cases, while the bailiff
i was fined 10 and costs. The sum of .S80 is an expensive
s lesson, but it is necessary in the interests of other stock-


